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Interior element comparison between old and modern libraries  
  Old libraries Modern libraries 
Concept of the 
library 
Silent place for studying and working  
Active place for retrieving information 
and socializing with other users  
Space in the  
library 
Much closed space, furniture close to 
each other 
A lot of open space, space to move 
around between furniture   
Rooms in the  
library 
Big silent reading rooms, separated 
computer rooms  
Big active reading rooms to use  
personal laptops and socialize with 
other users; separated silent reading 
rooms; additional computers in the  
library; special rooms for group-works 
Access to the 
documents  
Part of the collection is not available in 
open access  
All documents are freely available in 
open access 
Access to the  
librarian 
Librarian works in separated area, hard 
to access 
Librarian works in open service point, 
easy to approach from different sides 
Lightning 
Dark reading rooms with little lamps 
and extra lamps on reading desks 
Bright reading rooms with a lot of light 
and extra lamps on reading desks 
Security 
Librarian is responsible for safety of the 
documents in the library; most valuable 
documents are not in the open access  
Security is provided by security gates 
and security guides 
Colours 
Dark colours (brown, gray, beige, gold, 
deep red, deep green) 
Bright colours (orange, blue, yellow, 
green, white, silver) 
Furniture  
material 
Heavy wood, chipboard Plastic, textiles 
Desks Heavy, unmovable, made of wood 
Light, easy to move, made from  
different materials 
Chairs 
Heavy and hard wooden chairs, may be 
with leather seats 
Easy portable and comfortable chairs 
with soft padding 
Shelving 
Big and heavy shelves, very tall ones 
with additional ladders  
Easy-to-reach shelves, movable shelves, 
automatic shelves 
Acquisition desk 
Big closed desk with librarian to hand 
out and receive documents 
Self service machines to hand out and 
receive documents 
Catalogue in the 
library 
Card catalogue cabinet Electronic catalogue machine 
Technical  
equipment  
Big old printing and copying machines 
with restricted access for users 
Free access copying, scanning, printing 
machines 
Leisure reading 
places 
No specific leisure reading places in the 
library 
Comfortable armchairs; bean chairs for 
young readers and children 
Art in the library 
Old classical paintings, big and heavy 
sculptures of writers, philosophers 
Modern paintings made by new and 
mostly unknown artists, abstract  
sculptures, furniture made as artworks 
Exhibitions Closed exhibitions behind the glass 
Open access exhibitions which could be 
instantly used 
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Description of the National Library of Latvia 
 
Criteria Description 
Type of the library National library 
Location Riga, Latvia 
Year of foundation 1919 
Year of construction 2012 (predictable) 
Architects/designers G. Birkerts, M. Ģelzis 
About the building 13-storey building of total area 40 000 square metres 
Shape of the library Pyramidal hill 
Contribution Approximately 162.2 million EUR (predictable) 
Description of the branch library “Vidzeme” 
 
Criteria Description 
Type of the library Public library, branch of the Riga Central Library 
Location Riga, Latvia 
Year of foundation 1926 
Year of reconstruction 2008 
Architects/designers Arhitekta L. Šmita darbnīca Ltd. 
About the building 2-storey building of total area 1000 square metres 
Shape of the library 19th century architecture style – eclectism 
Contribution Approximately 1 million EUR  
Description of the Pārventa Library 
 
Criteria Description 
Type of the library Public library, branch of the Ventspils Library 
Location Ventspils, Latvia 
Year of foundation 1949 
Year of construction 2009 
Architects/designers P. Bajārs, I. Kalvāns, R. Jansons, D. Sotņikova, J. Penka 
About the building 3-storey building of total area 1500 square metres 
Shape of the library Rounded triangle 
Contribution Approximately 3.74 million EUR  
Description of the National Library of Belarus 
 
Criteria Description 
Type of the library National library 
Location Minsk, Belarus 
Year of foundation 1922 
Year of construction 2006 
Architects/designers V. V. Kramarenko and M. K. Vinogradov 
About the building 23-storey building of total area 113 669 square metres 
Shape of the library Rhombicuboctahedron 
Contribution Approximately 62.92 million EUR  
Description of the New Library of Alexandria 
 
Criteria Description 
Type of the library Regional public library 
Location Alexandria, Egypt 
Year of foundation 3rd century B.C. 
Year of construction 2002 
Architects/designers C. Kapeller, M. Hamza etc. 
About the building 13-storey building of total area 85 405 square metres 
Shape of the library Circular, tilting shape designed as an image of the sun 
Contribution Approximately 153.8 million EUR  
Description of the National Library of the Czech Republic 
 
Criteria Description 
Type of the library National library 
Location Prague, the Czech Republic 
Year of foundation 1781 
Year of construction Cancelled in 2008 
Architects/designers J. Kaplický 
About the building 9-storey building of total area 35 000 square metre 
Shape of the library Manner of organic shapes, “blob” 
Contribution Approximately 75.84 million EUR  
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